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INCUBATOR NEWS
College of Southern Maryland’s Entrepreneur and Leadership Center

Charles County Business Incubator/Calvert County Business Incubator
www.csm.cc.md.us/business/ecdi/incubate/index.htm

Contact: Danita Boonchaisri, email: danitab@csmd.edu
New Tenant:
• I-Tech (Innovative Computing & Networking Technologies) – Don and Barbara Puckett, owners

I-Tech has joined the Prince Frederick Incubator in Calvert County.  The company provides computer and systems
repair, upgrades, maintenance, service and support throughout Southern Maryland.
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Emerging Technology Center (ETC)
Baltimore, MD

www.etcbaltimore.com
Contact: Ann Lansinger, email: annlansinger@etcbaltimore.com

New and Noteworthy:
• Glows in the Dark, Inc., an Internet communications firm and software developer, announced the launch of the

American Gaming Association’s (AGA) Web site, www.americangaming.org.  The site is completely integrated
within the Glows DMS framework, which is Glows in the Dark’s data and content-management solution.
Glows DMS allows AGA staff to manage all aspects of their site, from database to visual design.

• Alexander & Tom, Inc., an interactive marketing agency, announced the addition of two new members to their team.
Michael Penn, formerly of Rewards Plus Corporation and Legg Mason, joins the company as business
analyst/technical project manager within the Multimedia division.  David Newcomb, who previously worked as the
executive business director at Los Angeles’s PointXCamp, has accepted the position of project manager within the
Multimedia division.
Alexander & Tom, Inc., recently completed the development of a CD-ROM-based training program for the Federal
Highway Administration and Census Bureau.  The Census Transportation Planning Package (CTTP) for the 2000
Census teaches transportation planners how to use Census data to evaluate traffic conditions, develop or update travel
demand models, and analyze demographic and travel trends.

Graduate News:
• In November, RNT co-founder, president and CEO Timothy P. Weihs, PhD., spoke at the IMAPS Microelectronics

Symposium in Boston.  Weihs spoke at a technical session covering Power Packaging Technologies.  His
presentation, titled “A Tenfold Reduction in Interface Thermal Resistance for Heat Sink Mounting,” demonstrated
RNT’s ability to join similar and dissimilar materials without incurring thermal damage.  RNT is a provider of high-
tech products for joining and component mounting.

Howard County Economic Development Authority’s NeoTech Incubator
Columbia, MD

www.hceda.org/incubator
Contact: Carol Morrison, email: cmorrison@hceda.org

New Tenant:
• Variant Analytics – Michael Kares, founder and CEO; Thomas Victory, founder and CTO

Variant Analytics provides risk assessment and portfolio management software applications for commercial real
estate mortgage lenders.  Variant’s software suite enables clients to understand risk components, identify opportunity
and reduce operating costs through improved information flow and the elimination of data entry.

Graduate News:
• Difference Engines graduated from the NeoTech Incubator in October after being acquired by Guardian

Technologies International, Inc.  Difference Engines develops compression and decompression tools for Internet
Protocol (IP) use in the television, medical, security and Internet industries.  Guardian Technologies is a data mining
and knowledge extraction company that works with corporations and government departments and agencies to
transform their data into useable knowledge.

Maryland Technology Development Center (MTDC)
Rockville, MD

www.mdhitech.org/entrepreneur
Contact: Duc Duong, email: dduong@md.hitech.org

New Tenant:
• TFCCI – Tashu Trivedi, founder and CEO

TFCCI provides medical content to refine IT solutions for regulatory compliance, clinical trials, drug safety,
continuing medical education and training.  TFCCI’s new product, AE-Active Query Tool is a data collection aid used
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by drug safety and surveillance call centers to ask a focused line of questions to callers reporting adverse drug
reactions.

New and Noteworthy:
• Current MTDC tenant Advanced Vision Therapies (AVT) received the “Company Most Likely to Get Funded”

award at Early Stage East’s 2003 Bio-Life-Tech conference.  AVT, which has developed an improved delivery system
for the treatment of sight-threatening eye diseases, was one of three companies located in MBIA member incubators
selected to present its business plan to early-stage investors at the event.

• The Montgomery County Department of Economic Development and the Dingman Center for
Entrepreneurship of the Smith School of Business, University of Maryland have partnered to provide on-site
business assistance to MTDC companies.  Dingman Center staff and Master’s of Business Administration (MBA)
graduates will assist the incubator companies with business plan review, marketing research and accessing the
investors network.  The arrangement, which is partially funded by the Maryland Technology Development
Corporation (TEDCO), will operate two or three days a week at the MTDC.

Technology Advancement Program (TAP)
University of Maryland College Park

www.tap.umd.edu
Contact: Irene Barbe, email: ih2@umail.umd.edu

New Tenant:
• Thermal Analysis Partners – Reinhard Radermacher, PhD., founder

Thermal Analysis Partners develops design optimization software for the construction and automotive industries.
The company already has secured approximately $100,000 in customer development financing.

Technology Assistance Center (TAC) Incubator
Lanham, MD
www.pgcedc.com

Contact: Wanda Plumer, email: WLPlumer@co.pg.md.us
New Tenant:
• Cooper Photonics – Wesley J. Cooper, CEO and president

Cooper Photonics provides next-generation photonics training and optical networking implementation services to the
government and commercial markets.  The company also offers information technology consulting services.

Technical Innovation Center (TIC)
Hagerstown Community College

www.technicalinnovationcenter.com
Contact: Chris Marschner, email: marschnerc@hcc.cc.md.us

New and Noteworthy:
• The Technical Innovation Center (TIC) recently partnered with the University of Maryland, Baltimore County for

the Smartaccelerator program.  Smartaccelerator is an entrepreneurial development program designed to accelerate
growth and development of high tech startup companies.  The program offers training, networking and technical
assistance to senior-level IT managers, as well as introductions to funding sources.  Smartaccelerator is funded by
TEDCO and the Economic Development Administration of the U.S. Department of Commerce.
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techcenter@UMBC
University of Maryland, Baltimore County

http://www.umbc.edu/techcenter
Contact: Walt Schulz, email: wschulz@umbc.edu

New and Noteworthy:
• Versity Trade has joined the techcenter@UMBC affiliate program.  Versity Trade is a Web-based trading company

specializing on college material and information transactions, including book trading, auctions, classmates, teacher
review, tutors and roommates.

• Brenda Jackson has joined the techcenter@UMBC team as a full-time employee. Jackson will provide administrative
support for the UMBC Research Park Corporation’s Entrepreneurship Program, as well as other assigned duties.

MARYLAND BUSINESS INCUBATION ASSOCIATION (MBIA)
www.mdbusinessincubation.org

Three Companies Located in MBIA Member Incubators
Presented Business Plans at Annual Bio-Life-Tech Conference

The MBIA announced that three companies located in its member incubators presented their business plans at the
Early Stage East’s 2003 Bio-Life-Tech Conference. Those companies are Advanced Vision Therapies, Inc., 20/20 Gene
Systems, Inc., and Expression Pathology, Inc.

Advanced Vision Therapies, located in the Maryland Technology Development Center (MTDC) in Rockville, is
applying novel gene transfer technology to the treatment of sight-threatening ocular diseases with an initial focus on wet
Age Related Macular Degeneration (AMD). 20/20 Gene Systems, also located at the MTDC, is a biotechnology company
using innovative protein identification technologies for profiling diseases. Expression Pathology, an affiliate company of
the Emerging Technology Center (ETC), is a biotechnology company that develops products that enable accurate, high-
throughput analysis of proteins in human tissue.

The three joined only six other Maryland companies at the second annual venture event.  Early Stage East
selected 31 total companies from the Carolinas through New England to present and exhibit their businesses to investors
who specialize in early-stage financing of companies in the biotechnology, life sciences, pharmaceutical, nanotechnology
and related technology fields.

UPCOMING EVENTS
techcenter@UMBC - UMBC Visionaries in Information Technology Forum

The Fourth Annual UMBC Visionaries in Information Technology Forum will be held Thursday, Dec. 4, 2003
from 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. at the Baltimore Marriott Waterfront Hotel.  Industry visionaries, UMBC faculty and
corporate partners from throughout the Baltimore/Washington region will meet to share ideas on the future of information
technology and its critical role in shaping the modern business environment.  Linda Gooden, president of Lockheed
Martin Information Technology, is the guest speaker.

For more information and to register, visit http://techport.umbc.edu/partners/visionary.asp.

techcenter@UMBC Help Desk – Payroll Regulations
Deb Zengerl of Automatic Data Processing, Inc., (ADP) will be available Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2003 from 9 a.m. to

12 p.m. to discuss new IRS, state and local payroll regulations.  Various topics of discussion include: new state and
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federal tax laws for 2004; new hire reporting; electronic federal tax payment system for payroll tax deposits; human
resources and payroll-related reporting; and tax filing and deposit information.

For one-on-one appointments, email techcenter@umbc.edu or call 410-455-5900.

Prince George’s County Office of Central Services –
Workshop for Small and Minority-owned Businesses

The Prince George’s County Office of Central Services is sponsoring a day of outreach to small and minority-
owned businesses. The workshop, which will be held on Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2003 at the Show Place Arena in Upper
Marlboro, will feature panel discussions on bid and selection processes with county buyers, including the school board’s
director of purchasing.

For more information and to RSVP, call 301-883-6450.

TEDCO – MTTF Briefing
TEDCO will hold an informational briefing on Friday, Dec. 12, 2003 from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. to present details

of its Maryland Technology Transfer Fund (MTTF) program. The briefing, held at TEDCO’s Columbia offices, will teach
companies how to use one of TEDCO’s capital programs, the MTTF, to help transfer technology from Maryland
universities and federal laboratories to the marketplace. The program will include a description of the MTTF program,
eligibility requirements, guidelines for effective proposals, proposal submission and review process and the terms of the
agreement, among others. Cost is free, but registration is required.

For more information and to RSVP, contact Linda Saffer at 410-715-4175 or info@marylandtedco.org.

MARYLAND TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
(TEDCO)

www.MarylandTEDCO.org

Governor Ehrlich Announces State’s 17th Tech Partnering Showcase
 Governor Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr. announced that the State of Maryland and the National Security Agency (NSA)

held their second showcase, this time in partnership with National Institute of Standards & Technology (NIST), Johns
Hopkins University and the University of Maryland College Park (UMCP).  TEDCO sponsored the standing room only
showcase, which was held in the Conference Center at the Maritime Institute.  The showcase featured 11 presentations,
which highlighted advances in information security and information assurance research from NSA, NIST and UMCP.
These technology presentations covered their potential uses in the commercial marketplace and were presented to an
overflow crowd of attendees from Maryland’s high tech entrepreneurial community.

 TEDCO coordinated the showcase through its Federal Lab Partnership Program (FLPP), with administrative
support from the Technology Council of Maryland and lead sponsorship from the Anne Arundel Economic Development
Corporation.

 For more information on the FLPP, contact Ronald Kaese at 410-715-4170.

MBIA and TEDCO Officials Provide Incubator Program Insight in Maine
Ann Lansinger, president of the MBIA and executive director of the Emerging Technology Centers (ETC), and

Heidi Sheppard, program manager for incubator programs for TEDCO, participated in the Maine Applied Technology
Development Centers’ “Fall Training Institute,” a two-day training program in New Gloucester, Maine.
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The program offered center directors and board members the opportunity to learn about business incubation by
developing skills and sharing ideas.  As part of the program, MBIA and TEDCO were invited as representatives from a
seasoned incubator program to share their experiences and insights.  Lansinger and Sheppard spoke about the 12
technology incubators in Maryland, how they formed into an association, and TEDCO's support and funding programs for
incubators and tenant companies.

For more information on Maryland’s business incubators, visit www.MarylandTEDCO.org or
www.MDBusinessIncubation.org.

Governor Ehrlich Announces Three Companies Receive $150,000
from the Maryland Technology Transfer Fund

Governor Robert L. Ehrlich announced that TEDCO has awarded three companies $50,000 each from its
Maryland Technology Transfer Fund (MTTF).  The three companies, AlphaSight Networks, Inc., Iktara and Associates
and XMTT, Inc., each are working in collaboration with the University of Maryland, College Park (UMCP), and plan to
use the funding to continue researching and developing their respective technologies.

 AlphaSight Networks currently is developing Cyclone Technology through an exclusive commercial license from
UMCP, and the professors who invented the original Cyclone technology are helping the company develop it into a
commercialized product.  Cyclone is a computer chip that enables telecommunications companies to converge voice, data
and video services into a single switch, operating from a single network.

Iktara and Associates’ main product is the Design Navigator, and the company is working with the UMCP to test
part of the product’s technology.  In conjunction with existing computer aided design (CAD) systems, Design Navigator
allows designers of mechanical parts and part assemblies to electronically archive and retrieve all the information
associated with current and previous projects.  Designers may search for information using three criteria:  functionality,
geometry and visualization.  Iktara is also working in collaboration with the Naval Surface Warfare Center – Indian Head
on this project.

XMTT, Inc., is designing a new technology that addresses parallel computation problems by allowing a large
number of operations to perform simultaneously.  The new computing platform incorporates both computer memory and
multiple processors into a single computer chip, thus increasing speed in mobile and distributed environments, personal
computers, workstations, servers and supercomputers.

For more information on the MTTF, visit www.MarylandTEDCO.org.

State of Maryland Allocates More Than $13,000 to Garrett College Incubator
The State of Maryland and TEDCO announced the allocation of more than $13,000 to Garrett College’s Garrett

Information Enterprise Center incubator.  The incubator will use the funding to provide its tenants with business
assistance and market and technical assessments.

This funding is part of a grant received from the federal Economic Development Administration (EDA) earlier
this year, matched by $200,000 from TEDCO and the Maryland Department of Business and Economic Development
(DBED).

For more information on EDA grants, visit www.MarylandTEDCO.org.

The Maryland Technology Development Corporation (TEDCO) has programs that aid and promote state-funded
incubators, and federal and university laboratories to increase technology transfer and the development of technology-
based businesses. Heidi Sheppard serves as TEDCO’s Manager of Incubator Programs.

MBIA, a private, professional organization, is comprised of managers supervising existing and active business incubators
in the State of Maryland.  MBIA’s missions are to serve as a united voice for the advancement of business incubation in
Maryland and to maintain the growth and viability of business incubation through shared best practices and resources.
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Maryland’s Incubator Update is presented by the Maryland Business Incubation Association (MBIA) and is funded by a
grant from TEDCO and the U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA). The Update is distributed monthly and is
designed and compiled by MGH Public Relations. To submit information, or for more information about TEDCO or
MBIA, contact Laura Crovo at 410-902-5058 or lcrovo@mghpr.com or log onto www.MarylandTEDCO.org.
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